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Mr,  Ghaiman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  v/ith  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  I deal  briefly  in  this  report  v/ith 
matters  within  my  responsibility  regarding  public  health 
and  preventive  medicine. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  49 >728 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  population  7 >842 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  2,522 

Rateable  value  £35 >454 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate  ..  ...  £ 14O 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Males 

Female  s 

Total 

Births  - Legitimate 

65 

62 

127 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

Total 

65 

64 

1 29 

Birth  Rate  ...  ... 

Death  Rate  ...  ... 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 
per  1,000  live  births  ... 


Rate  for 

Rate  for  England 

District 

and  Wales 

16.7 

15.3 

9.6 

11.3 

29.1 

27.6 

These  are 
of  the  District 


satisfactory  statisics, 
was  good  during  the  year. 


The  health 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Tuberculosis,  other 

Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  Lung,  bronchus 

Malignant ^ neoplasm,  breast 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumoni a 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
G-astritis,  enteritis  Eind  diarrhoea 
Congenital  malfomations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Alotor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 


Males 


1 


3 

1 


4 

9 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1 


1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

■38 


Females 


1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

6 

0 

9 

3 

2 

1 

1 


1 


3 

1 

2 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  - J . Y oun g , M . B . , Ch , B , , D * P . H . C amb • 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire  and 
Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  v/hich  this  District  is  included. 


Sanitary  Insnector  - A. E. Sweeting,  Certificate  of  the 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Examination 
Joint  Board.  Associate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
Member  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Association. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Surveyor  and  is  a \7h0l0  time 
Officer.  • 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES  ' 

The  following  examinati.ons  v/erc  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  during  1952 


Faeces  ...  ...  ... 

Throat  3v/ab  

Blood  ...  ...  ... 

Nasal  Sv/ab  

Urine  ...  ...  ... 

Scrapings  from  Lesion 
in  Axilla  ...  ... 

OuiTi  S\/ab  ...  ...  ... 

Swab  v/ith  pus  from  abscess 


• « • 


« • • 


• • 4 


• • 4 

• 44 
4 4 4 


2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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PREVALENCE  OP  AI'II)  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
Al-ro.  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Notifiable  Disease 

(other  than 

Tuberculosis)  durinp;  1952 

Disease 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Death 

gcarlet  fever 

6 

- 

Measles 

8 

2 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

23 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

2 

- 

2 

Dysentery 

9 

1 

- 

Erysipelas 

1 

AGE  GROUPS 

Disease 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

L 

4 

5 

10 

1 0 
15 

1 

Mryi  I 

35 

45 

55 

65  and 
over 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

5 

1 

.. 

... 

— 

Measles 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

-- 

Vdio oping  Cough 

2 

3 

1 

h- 

— 

12 

- 

-- 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

- 

~ 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Erysipelas 



- 

■ 

■ 

1 

Diphtheria*  No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during 
the  year.  The  immunisation  scheme  which  was  inaugurated  by 
the  Council  is  nov/  carried  on  by  the  County  Council  and 
particulars  are  given  at  the  end  of  this  report  of  the 
number  of  children  who  were  immunised  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis 


Age 

Groups 

New 

Cases 

Deaths  *’ 

Pulmonary 

N on -Pu  Im  on  ar  y 

Pulmonary 

Non -Pulmonary 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

1 - 5 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

5-15 

- 

2 

- 

— 

— 

15-25 

_ 

2 

1 

25  - 35 

- 

- 

- 

— 

35  - 45 

- 

- 

— 

— 

1 - 

— 

1 

45  - 65 

— 

— 

— 

- 

i 

1 1 

1 

- 

L 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply  ^ 

Luring  the  year  9 samples  were  taken  from  v;ells  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  all  but  one  proved  to  be 
unsatisfactory.  ?i^ith  regard  to  the  unsatisfactory  samples, 
as^no  mains  supply  v/as  available,  the  users  were  advised  to 
boil  the  v/ator  before  using  it  for  drinking  purposes. 

The  Progress  made  v;ith  regard  to  schemes  for 
supplying  mains  v/atcr  in  various  parts  of  the  district 
is  as  follows 

Cold  Newton,  Lov;esby  and  Newton  Harcourt.  The  laying  of  a 
piped  supply  to  these  three  parishes  v;as  completed  during 
the  year. 

Marefiold  & Tugbv.  The  schemes  for  supplying  these  parishes 
have  been  approved  and  it  is  expected  work  v;ill  commence  in 
the  near  future, 
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V/ator  Shortage  The  only  serious  shortage  reported  during 
the  year  was  at  a block  of  cottages  at  Halstead. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  piped  supply  v;as 

substitute^  for  v/ell  vmter  6? 

Drainage  and  Sewer a.g:e 

The  nuTfiber  of  knovm.  cesspools  at  the  end 
of  1952  51 5 > and  during  the  year  some  4OOO  emptyings 

v/ere  carried  out. 

Regular  inspections  of  sewers  and  sewer  dykes  v/ere 
made  and  v^here  any  sev/ers  were  found  to  be  fractured  or 
choked  iiTimediate  repairs  were  carried  out. 

Regular  attention  has  been  given  to  outfall 
ditches  in  order  to  keep  them  as  clear  as  possible. 

Skcffington  - The  first  part  of  this  scheme  has  now  been 
completed  and  all  properties  that  could  be  have  been 
connected. 

Good  progress  has  also  been  made  with  the 
redrainage  of  properties  v/here  this  was  found  to  be 
defective  and  also  the  conversion  of  pail  closets  to  W.C’s. 

Tilton,  Billesdon.  Keyham  & Stoughton.  The  schemes  for  the 
drainage  of  these  villages  have  been  approved  and  sanction 
to  proceed  is  av/aited. 


Houghton-on-the-Hill . The  new  main  drainage  scheme  for  this 
village  is  progressing  favourably  and  it  is  ejxpected  to 
be  completed  by  the  end  of  1953« 

Closet  Accommodation.  ( Dv/e  1 lings  ) 

Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1952  : - 

Rrxvxos  ...  .••  ... 

Pail  Closets ^^0 

Water  Closets  1608 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  converted  to 

wate^  carriage  system  during  the  year  . « 36 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Cleansing  Service  has  worked  very  well  during 
the  past  12  months  - this  being  mainly  due  to  the  improved 
labour  position. 

The  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  land  near  at  hond  on 
which  to  tip  nightsoil  and  the  contents  of  cesspools  still 
exists,  parti culai-'ly  in  the  Scraptoft,  Thurnby  and  Houghton 
are  a^s  * However,  with  the  laying  of  the  new  sev^rers  at 
Houghton  and  the  possibility  of  a scheme  soon  for  Scraptoft 
and  Thumb y this  problem  v/ill  be  settled. 
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SMITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

The  particulars  given  under  this  heading  arc  for  all 
purposes  including  those  given  elsewhere  in  this  Report 

Total  number  of  .'complaints  received  "lA-S 

Total  nuinber  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  1^0 


Nature  of  inspections  : 

Animal  keeping 
Bakehouses  ... 

Drainage  works 
Dwelling  houses 
Pood  premises 
Rats  and  Mice 
Refuse  collection 
Schools  ...  . 

Shops  ... 

Slaughter  houses  & Meat 
Tents j Vans,  Sheds 
Verminous  premises 
Water  supplies 
Workshops,  etc. 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases 
Miscellaneous  


inspection 


Inspected. 

3 

593 

570 

16 

361 

172 

11 

28 

10 

2 

51 

53 

17 

58 


1945 


Notices 

Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st  Jan,  1952 
Issued  during  the  year  ... 
Complied  with  during  year  ... 
Statutory  action  necessary... 
Outstanding  31st  Dec.  1952 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st  Jan.  1952  ... 

Issued  during  year  

Complied  with  during  year  ... 
Outstanding  31st  Dec.  1952  ... 

Pest  Control 


Housing 


I 


7 

7 


1 


Other 

124 

124 


All  sewers,  sewage  works,  tanks  and  the  tip  were  kept 
under  constant  observation  and  v;hero  treatment  was  found 
necessary,  this  was  given. 


During  the  year,  a fev/  treatments  were  given  at  private 
property  b^^  the  Council  and  in  other  cases  the  occupiers 
were  advised  ho?;-  best  to  deal  v/ith  minor  infestations. 
Several  inspections  of  farms,  business  premises  and  housing 
estates  v/'ere  made. 


During  the  year  tv/o  verminous  cottages  v/ere  discovered. 
These  were  adequately  dealt  with. 


Canping  Sites. 

There  are  no  Comping  Sites  in  the  area.  The  Council  did 
agree,  however,  to  the  issue  of  licences  for  the  siting 
and  occupation  of  3 caravans.  These  v;ere  stationed  and 
have  been  maintained  in  a satisfactory  manner. 
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HOUSING 


InsTJGction  of  Dwelliii,Q:  Houses  durin,G:  the  Year, 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  81 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  •••  •!«  •••  • • • •••  ••  17A 

(ii)  (a)  Number  of  dv/elling  houses  included 

under  sub -he  ad  (i)  above  which  v\^ere 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1932  •••  »»t  •••  •••  2 

(iii)  Nuraber  of  dv/elling  houses  fovind  to  be 

in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  himian 

habitation  •••  ...  2 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 

h ab  X t a t r on  .«.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

Remedy  cf  Defects  during  the  Year  V/ithout  Service 
of  Formal  Notice . 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  } 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  ) 70 

Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  ) 

Nuraber  rendered  fit  by  Owners.  ) 

During  the  year  a good  deal  of  reconditioning  and 
repairing  of  the  sraaller  houses  has  been  carried  out  and  this, 
coupled  with  the  nev/  drainage  schemes  at  Great  Glen, 

Burton  Overy  and  Skeffington  and  consequent  sanitary 
improvements,  has  led  to  improved  conditions  at  many 
properties  • 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  durinrr  the  Year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  reports  recommending  the  demolition 
of  two  houses  had  been  submitted  to  the  Council  and  it  was 
agreed  that  the  necessary  steps  be  taken. 

Thurnby  Ganp.  Ov/ing  to  rapid  deterioration,  the  huts 
on  this  canp  are  being  pulled  dovm  as  they  become  vacant. 

Of  the  original  IS  huts  only  13  nov/  remain. 

Provision  of  Nev;  Houses. 

170  Post  War  houses  have  been  erected  by  this 
Council,  38  of  these  during  1952,  and  48  more  are  at  the 
moment  under  construction. 

Further  houses  are  to  be  erected  on  land  v/hich  is 
already  in  the  Council’s  possession. 

The  Council  have  erected  bungalows  in  a few 
parishes  for  aged  people. 

At  the  end  of  1952  there  were  240  applicants  on 
the  Council’s  Housing  List. 

During  the  year  10  houses  were  erected  by  private 
enterprise  jmd  20  were  under  construction. 
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INSPECTION  AMD  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD 


Milk  Supply . 

I aiTi  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for 
details  of  Biological  Samples  taken  in  tlie  rirea. 

Number  of  samples  taken  62 

All  negative  to  Myco.  Itiberculosis  and 
Brucella  Abortus. 


Ice  Cream. 

8 premises  in  the  Rural  District  are 
registered  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream. 

Mea-t  and  Other  Foods'  ' 

Inspections  have  been  made  from  time  to  time 
during  the  year  in  premises  v/here  food  is  prepared. 
In  all  cases  these  were  found  to  be  satisfactory^ 


NATIONAL  ASSISTAiroB  ACT,  19^8 

S G c t i cn_^  7_::_Rem  oy  a t o Suit  able  Premises  of  Persons 
in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention . 

It  v/as  not  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  this  Section 
during  the  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 
JOHiT  YOUNG 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


LEICESTERSHIRE  COUW'IY  CO'LJHGIL 


t , 19kG 

Section  26  ^ Diphtheria  Ii'rmiuiiisation « 


BILLESDQN  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Number  of  children  who  were  immunised  during  the  period 
1st  January  - 31st  December,  1952* 


Age 

i .e . 

at  31 .12.52. 
born  in  year 

Primary 

Immunisation 

Booster 

Dose 

Under 

1 1952 

4 

- 

1 

1951 

67 

- 

2 

1950 

15 

- 

3 

1949 

- 

- 

h- 

I9if8 

2 

3 

5 

1947 

1 

33 

6 

1946 

2 

1 0 

7 

1945 

- 

6 

8 

19if4 

1 

- 

9 

1943 

- 

- 

10 

1942 

- 

- 

11 

1941 

- 

- 

12 

1940 

- 

- 

13 

1939 

- 

1 

14 

1938 

— 

92 

53 
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